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Nenember 23, 2004

Decr Pastors und Parish Life Adminisuators.

Enclosed hers | am sending you a copy of a letter I recently sent to Father Anthony
Bannon, L.C. | have been in communication with Father Bannon for several years, in an
attempt 10 clarify the relationship between the Legionaries and this Archdiocese.
Untortunately, we have nct been able to aceomplish that goal satis factorily.

Therefore, in my letler to Father Bannon, I told hirm that the Legionaries of Christ wete
notTo be active in any way in the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. | sincerely
regret that it became necessary to take this step, but [ am convinced that 1 needed to do

A0
In addition, I informed Father Bannon that the activities of Regnum Christi (3 movement
under the sponsorship and direction of the Legionaries) were to be kept completely
separate fiom all activities of the parishes and the Archdiocese. That is, they were not to
be held on parish or diocesan property, nor promoted through eny divcesan channels.
Because some of these groups may be operating within your pansh, | wanted you to have
Hic tormation,
linvite you to read the enclosed letter itself, for a more complete explanation.
Giod hless you in your minisuy to your people.
Cincerely yours in Cluist,

' A Qb ‘:\\L\M
Must Reverend Hany ¥ Flyan, D.D.
Arcashop of Szint Paul and Minneapolis
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Outober 22 2004

Re Anthony BEannes, 1,.C)

Tesvitorial Director, I egionaries of Christ
4593 Derby Avenye

Oranze, U1 06477

Dear father Bannon

= Over the course of the past several yeats, we hitve exchanged periodic correspondence, as
well 4s meeting severul times, In each of those instances, 1 have sought to gain a berter
understanding of the work of the Legionaties of Christ in gencral, the lLegionaries’
relationship to the Regoum Chrystj movement, and Regnum Christi and Legionary
sministry within this Arclidiocese.

In my judgment, these exchanges have tended to be vague and ambiguaus, characterized
by generalizations about intent and policy. They bave left me with Jittle actual clanty
about the intent and practice of the ministry of these groups within the Archdiocese.

Your written materials make statements about cooperation within the local churches,
providing assistance 10 them, etc. At least in this Archdiocese, however, practice has not
seemed 1o match theory in that regard,

I teel very strongly that any group of religious who minister within this local Church
needs to do so in 2 way which promotes unity and cooperation. Rather than experiencing
such a spirit, our pastors continue to sense that a “paraflel Church” is being encouraged,
orie that separates persons from the local parish and archdiocese, and creates competing

SEHUSIWES,. _ .
That s simuply unacceptable.

As a result, I have decided that Legionary of Christ priests are not to be active in any way
in the Archdiocese of Baint Paul and Minneapolis.



In addition, although individual members of the faithtil have & canonical right to join
associations of the faithful, such as Regnum Christi, not all such associations are
officially approved or supported. Because the groups and programs sponsored by
Regnum Christi operate outside the normal structures of the Catholic Church such as
panishes, schools and diocesan programs, there is no opportunity for me to exerciss
appropriate vigilance in their regard. As a resuit, [ also find it necessary to state clearly
that the Archdiocese does not endorse or support Regnum Christi itself, or activities
sponsorad by that movement. Therefore, in order to provenl confusion, the activities of
Regnum Christi must be completely separate from all activities of the parishes and the
Aschdiocese. They are not to be held on parish or diocesan property, nor promoted
through any diocesan channels.

Although 1 regret that 1 have found it necessary to make these decisions, Father Bannon, i
am convinced that it is important for me to do so.

Sincerely yours i Christ,

Most Reverend Harry J. Flyun, D.D,
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis



